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PRELUDE    Fantasia On Veni Emmanuel – Alec Rowley 

 

GATHERING 

 

WELCOME & PARISH NOTICES 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      C: AMEN.            PG. 94 

 

DEDICATION AND LIGHTING CHRISTMAS TREE 

ADVENT LITANY    O Come, O Come Emmanuel (v 2)                     Nancy Magguilli 

 C:  O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

          embracing all things far and nigh: 

             in strength and beauty come and stay; 

             teach us your will and guide our way. 

            Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

    shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  My Lord, What A Morning                   # 438 

 

Refrain 

 My Lord, what a morning; 

 my Lord, what a morning; 

 oh, my Lord, what a morning, 

 when the stars begin to fall. 

 

You will hear the trumpet sound, 

to wake the nations underground, 

looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

(continued…) 

 



You will hear the sinner cry, 

to wake the nations underground, 

looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

You will hear the Christian shout, 

to wake the nations underground, 

looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

 

 

GREETING                                   And also with you.                      PG. 184 

KYRIE                                           PG. 184 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                       Amen.                    PG. 215 
 

WORD 

 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 2:1-5 

 

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 2 In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob, 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4 He shall judge between the nations 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5 O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

 in the light of the LORD!               Thanks be to God. 



 

PSALM 122 
 
 1 I was glad when they | said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 

 

 2 Now our | feet are standing 

  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 

 

 3 Jerusalem is built | as a city 

  that is at unity | with itself; 

 

 4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. R 

 

 5 For there are the | thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the | house of David. 

 

 6 Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 

  “May they pros- | per who love you. 

 

 7 Peace be with- | in your walls 

  and quietness with- | in your towers. 

 

 8 For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 

  I pray for | your prosperity. 

 

 9 Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 

  I will seek to | do you good.”  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: ROMANS 13:11-14 
 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you 

to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the 

works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the 

day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in 

quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desire. 

 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            (sung)     

 L:   The Holy Gospel according to…    

   C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 24:36-44 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither 

the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah 

were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 

day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and 

swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two 

will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be 

grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But 

understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 

the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 

house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

 

 L:   The Gospel of the Lord.     

   C:   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                
 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY   Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending                          # 435   

 

Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for our salvation slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 

join to sing the glad refrain: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 

Now redemption, long-expected, 

comes in solemn splendor near; 

all the saints this world rejected 

thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

See the day of God appear! 

 

Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 

claim the kingdom as thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

 

   

APOSTLES CREED                                 PG. 105 

PRAYERS  OF INTERCESSION                                               PG. 189                                                                 

L: Hear us, O God,     C: Your mercy is great.   

  

THE PEACE                                                                                        

The peace of Christ be with you always.                                       

And also with you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEAL 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY HYMN          

 To God Our Thanks We Give                                                                 # 682                    

                  

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                               PG. 190                                                                          

SANCTUS              Holy,  Holy,  Holy Lord      (sung)                       PG. 190 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                               PG. 191 

COMMUNION                                                       PG. 191 

AGNUS DEI          Lamb Of God     (sung)               

       

COMMUNION HYMN           God The Sculptor Of The Mountains             #736 

 

God the sculptor of the mountains, 

God the miller of the sand, 

God the jeweler of the heavens, 

God the potter of the land: 

you are womb of all creation, 

we are formless; shape us now. 

 

God the nuisance to the Pharaoh, 

God the cleaver of the sea, 

God the pillar in the darkness, 

God the beacon of the free: 

you are fount of all deliv'rance, 

we are sightless; lead us now. 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued…) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God the dresser of the vineyard, 

God the planter of the wheat, 

God the reaper of the harvest, 

God the source of all we eat: 

you are host at ev'ry table, 

we are hungry; feed us now. 

 

God the unexpected infant, 

God the calm, determined youth, 

God the table-turning prophet, 

God the resurrected truth: 

you are present ev'ry moment, 

we are searching; meet us now. 
 
Text: John Thornburg, b. 1954 
Text © 1993 John Thornburg, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 

           

PRAYER   AFTER   COMMUNION                Amen.                           PG. 191  

                                                

SENDING 

BLESSING        Amen.                                        PG. 192                                                                   

 

SENDING HYMN        Fling Wide The Door                          # 259  

Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 

the King of glory comes in state; 

the Lord of lords and King of kings, 

the Savior of the world who brings 

his great salvation to the earth. 

So raise a shout of holy mirth 

and praise our God and Lord, 

Creator, Spirit, Word. 

 

 

 

 

(Continued…) 

 

 



He is the rock of our belief, 

the heart of mercy's gentle self. 

His kingly crown is holiness; 

his scepter is his loveliness; 

he brings our sorrows to an end. 

Now gladly praise our king and friend, 

and worship him with song 

for saving us from wrong. 

 

Oh, happy towns and blessed lands 

that live by their true king's commands. 

And blessed be the hearts he rules, 

the humble places where he dwells. 

He is the rightful Son of bliss 

who fills our lives and makes us his, 

creator of the world, 

our only strength for good. 

 

Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 

our hearts are open wide in trust. 

Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 

upon our sorrows shine your face, 

and let your Holy Spirit guide 

our journey in your grace so wide. 

We praise your holy name, 

from age to age the same! 
 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

DISMISSAL L:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.     

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude   No Postlude today, please join us downstairs for Christmas lunch 

 

 

 

 



IN OUR PRAYERS 

 

If you or a family member is going into hospital, please let us know so that a 

Pastor can plan to visit.  

 

We pray for those in our community especially Doug, Geraldine, Teresa, 

Rosemary, Marg, Steve & Jean, Mary Anne, Kathy, Joanne, Don, and Nancy 

Hickling. 

 

We also pray for healing and comfort for those close to our congregation as we 

name –Mike Drogemuller, son of Barbara; Deborah & Bobby, daughter and son 

of Sharon Mantle; Stephanie Caers, friend of the Cooper family; Edward 

Schmidt, brother of Fred; Mavis Copeman, sister of Jean Hohnstein and Steve 

Hodgins and Ashley Hyatt and Carole Dowset, friends of the Becker family. 

 

We also pray for St John’s in Aylmer, Ontario. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 



PARISH NOTICES 

WELCOME  We are happy that you have chosen to join us today.  You have 

increased our joy with your presence, and we hope you will return again soon. 

 

OUR THANKS to Pastor Paul Sodtke for his leadership this morning. 

 

FLOWER CHART  If you would like to provide flowers for the altar on a 

specific day, please add your  name to the sign-up sheet next to the Pastor’s 

office. 

 

CLAXTON FRUIT CAKES are available to order! There are light and dark 

cakes. Please let Angela know in the office by Monday, December 8th or put your 

name on the list. 

 

THE GLORY OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT - Saturday December 13 

Trinity Lutheran – 7:00 p.m. 

Advance Tickets  (by Dec. 7th:) 

Adults $35.00  Students  $25.00 

Tickets at the Door:    

Adults $40.00   Students  $30.00 

Also Tuckey Home Hardware 

& Long & McQuade Music - North 

Ticket Hotline   519-852-0916 

See concert display board in Koehler Hall 

for full details or Ross McDonald 

   

2026 BUDGET MEETING - There will be a Congregational Meeting December 

7th, 2025, to review and approve the budget for 2026.  At that time the 2026 

Council members will be approved. In addition to our 2026 budget and council 

approval, this will also be a Call Meeting 

 

 

 

 



MY SISTER’S PLACE Please leave donations at the My Sister’s Place box in 

Koehler Hall. Some of the most needed items include toilet paper, paper towels, 

Kleenex, laundry detergent, hand soap, cleaning supplies, full sized toiletries, 

feminine hygiene products, granola bars, fruit cups and gift cards for grocery 

stores, Tim Hortons, Giant Tiger and pharmacies. Gift Cards can be left in the 

office with Angela.  

 

ELEVATOR ASSISTANCE is now available before and after the service. Please 

ask the elevator host for assistance. 

 

 

Pastor: Pastor Paul Sodtke 

Director of Music: Ross McDonald 

Reader: Nancy Magguilli 

Acolyte: George Cooper Jr 

Crucifer: Kebbeh Cooper 

Cantor: Wendy Inch 

Percussion: Robert Inch 

Greeters: Alan and Lynne Day 

Coffee Hosts: Dave and Pauline Hutchison 

Elevator Host:  Joan Leffler 


