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VISION STATEMENT 

Trinity Lutheran Church is a community inspired by God 

 to share Christ's good news by what we say and do. 

 
 

IT’S GOOD TO BE SEEN 
We are Lutheran. Of 

course, we are, but 

how did you get here? 

Some are born and 

baptised into families 

that are long time 

Lutherans, some have 

married into the 

Lutheran church, and 

others have dis-

covered something 

about the Lutherans 

that speaks to their 

spiritual soul. I would claim the last two methods as 

my entry in the Lutheran church.  I met Trudi 

(German Lutheran family), returned to church as an 

adult, and was moved by the lifting up of God’s grace 

in worship, study and action.  The last part about 

God’s grace is what led to me following a call to 

become a Lutheran pastor. 

 

But then there is Janelle Lightbourne.  As non-

Lutheran, she came to our Lutheran church to work 

as a minister to the post secondary students in 

London. She was already extremely active in living 

out her faith and was already working for another 

church   organization.    But   something   about   the  

 

 

 

Lutherans attracted her spiritual soul.  Now she too 

is following a call to become a Lutheran pastor.   

 

You could say that we both have been adopted by the 

Lutheran church. But Janelle and I are not the same.  

I am white and male – just like a traditional Lutheran 

pastor should be … right?  Janelle does not have the 

privilege of my colour and gender to help her on her 

journey.  But still, we are both outsiders, newcomers, 

from away, are we not?  A position that allows you a 

different perspective. 

 

In the 2021 January/February edition of the Canada 

Lutheran, Janelle appears on the front cover and she 

wrote the lead story, “We are Lutheran”. Here are her 

opening words: 

 

When you picture a Lutheran, who do 

you see? Do you see an older White 

gentleman reading the first lesson with a 

slight German accent? Do you see a 

young Black man volunteering at 

Vacation Bible School in jeans and a 

hoodie?  Perhaps you picture an Indian 

woman proudly dressed in a sari ready 

to lead her church in the prayers of the 

people. Or do you see a Black pastor 

standing at the altar ready to lead their 

congregation in the service of Word and 

Sacrament? 
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These are all portraits of Lutherans. 

There are many BIPOC (Black, 

Indigenous and people of colour) 

congregation members and pastors who 

add to the beauty of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC). 

 

We show up to serve our communities 

with passion. We joyfully participate in 

enthusiastic worship in the pews (or 

online). We stand or kneel as Christ's 

beloved at the communion rail and 

extend our hands to receive the visible 

signs of God's grace. We are here, but 

are we truly seen? If we look at the 

national leadership of our church—our 

bishops, council members, officers and 

staff—the answer to this question is a 

saddening “no," and a hopeful "not yet." 

 

Janelle interviewed several BIPOC pastors/ 

parishioners and included their experiences in her 

article.  The voices of BIPOC people in every 

community need to be heard – but especially in 

church, especially in the Lutheran Church.  I have 

preached on this topic a few times – the voice of the 

outsider/new members not only needs to be heard, 

but also, it should and ought to change us.  If we 

really believe that God’s grace is for everyone, then 

listening to people who have different skin colours, 

accents, church backgrounds and life experiences is 

how we act out God’s grace within our community. 

 

There was a time when Phoebe Kmith wasn’t able to 

regularly attend Sunday worship and when I saw her 

in church one Sunday I said, “It is good to see you.” 

I was amused at first by her response, but her words 

have sunk deeper into my spiritual soul over the 

years. Phoebe responded, “It’s good to be seen.” 

 

This is where Janelle and are in sync.  It is good to be 

seen, to be heard, to be included in the fullness of 

church membership and leadership. To use Janelle’s 

words:  

 

Ask our BIPOC members about their 

experiences, listen to them, believe them 

and say to these faith members, “We see 

you. We thank you. Your contributions, 

perspectives and experiences matter.” 

 

 

 

I encourage you to engage and have conversations 

with the BIPOC members of our congregation and 

read and watch some of the resources listed below. 
 Pastor Steve Johnston 

 

BOOKS 

• Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black 

Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the 

U.S., Lenny Duncan, 1517 Media, Fortress 

Press, 2019 

• The Reverend Jennie Johnson and African 

Canadian History, 1868—1967, Nina Reid-

Maroney, University of Rochester Press, 

2013 

• White Awake: An Honest Look at What it 

Means to be White, Daniel Hill, InterVarsity 

Press, 2017 

• White Fragility, Robin DiAngelo, Beacon 

Press, 2018 

 

WEBSITES 

• Racial Justice Advisory Committee, Eastern 

Synod  

https://rjaceastern.wixsite.com/ 

• Black Lives Matter Resource Tool Kits 

www.blacklivesmatter.com 

 

VIDEOS 

• Can "White" People Be Saved: Reflections 

on Missions and Whiteness | Dr. Willie 

Jennings 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRLjW

ZxL1lE 

• The Danger of a Single Story Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngo

zi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?la

nguage=en  

 

BLACK CONTENT CREATORS 

• Evelyn From the Internets (YouTube 

Channel) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCPHe

V_9kyViBufLwBl9b5g  
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WHAT IS ZOOM? 
One of the technologies that has 

become a major part of how we connect 

with each other in these isolating, stay 

at home, pandemic times, is video 

conferencing.   With a computer, smart 

phone or tablet, and with an attached or built-in 

camera and microphone, video conferencing has 

become somewhat easy. With a quick installation of 

free software, like ZOOM, on your computer, smart 

phone or tablet, you can join in a conference call, 

meeting, bible study or worship service.  

  

Unlike watching worship on a TV set, video 

conferencing allows you to participate using the 

microphone and camera.  Many churches use ZOOM 

to share their worship service live.  It does mean you 

need to connect at the time of the worship service, 

but it also means you can contribution to the service.  

  

We are looking at using ZOOM video conferencing 

(or maybe a similar software) to hold our annual 

meeting later this year.  This would allow people to 

join the meeting from home and would give them the 

ability to comment and even vote.   

 

However, you need to be somewhat comfortable 

using the ZOOM software.  You could try it in Lent 

by joining Redeemer’s speaker series on 

Wednesday evenings. There will be time for your 

questions to the speakers.  Also, at each of these 

meetings we will be using the Holden Evening 

Prayer setting.   

 

If you would like some more hand holding to get 

your software working and connecting, PLEASE 

email me and I will set up a TEST MEETING to help 

you learn how to use the software. 

 

World Day of Prayer will also be live on ZOOM 

this year on Friday, March 5 at 2:00 pm.  The 

World Day of Prayer 2021 Community Service was 

written by the women of Vanuatu and is being hosted 

via ZOOM by St. Luke’s Anglican (Luke’s Place) 

along with our usual partners: Colborne Street 

United, New St. James’ Presbyterian, St. Michael’s 

Catholic and Sisters of St. Joseph. 

 

 

 
 

WEDNESDAYS 7:00 to 8:00 pm 

SPEAKER & DISCUSSION followed by HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 

Zoom invitation will be emailed to the Trinity Congregation 



EASTER MORNING WORSHIP 

In my sermon for October 18th, 2020, I used the terms  

“maskers and homers” to distinguish between those 

who choose to come to in-person and wear a mask, 

and the others that choose to stay home.  

 

A big part of my philosophy throughout the 

pandemic was to make the YouTube worship 

experience feel like a Sunday morning worship.  

When we have maskers coming to church, they get 

their Sunday morning experience in the building, but 

homers have the same need for a Sunday morning 

experience, but at home. Throughout the lock down, 

and whenever we are able to open again, I will be 

giving worship leadership roles to both maskers and 

homers.  

 

But come Easter Morning – April 4th this year, we are 

looking at an in-car worship.  The in-car parking lot 

scenario would allow the maskers and homers to be 

physically closer yet still isolated safely in their cars.  

We would broadcast live worship using FM radio to 

the cars in the parking lot.   

 

A final decision and details of this in-car worship will 

be shared later in March. 

 

FROM CHURCH COUNCIL 
2021 has not started out the way we had hoped.  We 

have spent the first two months of the year at home 

and worshipping on-line.  As we move into March, it 

looks as if things are starting to improve and the stay-

at-home order has helped to reduce our COVID 

numbers.  London has been moved into the Red Zone 

and we wait to see what happens the first part of 

March.  Council will be meeting on the 8th of March 

and will discuss at that time when Trinity can reopen 

to in-person worship.  We know everyone is anxious 

to get back.  However, we do not want to rush things 

and for anyone to contract this virus.  Stay tuned.  We 

will keep you posted. 

 

As mentioned in our notice which went out with the 

Annual Report, we will be holding our Annual 

Meeting sometime before the end of June, 2021.  The 

date for the meeting is something Council is keeping 

an eye on and hoping the COVID numbers improve 

such that London is in either yellow or green.  The 

further up the ladder we are the better.  We will keep 

you updated and let you know the date as soon as 

possible. 

 

Council would like to thank LSSL for their gracious 

donation of just over $3,000.00.  Trinity, along with 

the other five Lutheran Churches in London, 

received this donation in the middle of February.  

Thank you LSSL. 

 

Council has a couple of exciting plans they are 

working on and will be sharing on the details as plans 

are finalized. 

 

Does anyone have a special Birthday or Anniversary 

coming up?  Please let Annette know so we can join 

with you in celebrating this special occasion. 

 

As always, if you have any questions, concerns or 

comments, please feel free to let Annette know and 

she will see they are forwarded to the appropriate 

persons.  If you wish to speak with someone on 

council, please let Annette know and she will see 

they are notified and your call returned. 

 

 God Bless 

 Deb Pepers 

 Council Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

OCTOBER 3, 2021 

 
Details as we get closer  

 
 
 
 

 

Trinity Council  

Easter Bunnies 
Coming to see you 

Bringing sweet desserts 
Just before Easter 

 
         Keep your eyes on your email 

                      or mailbox for further details. 

 

 

THANK YOU 
There are simply no words that can express 

our thanks for the love, support and sympathy you 

have extended to our family.  Thank you for the 

emails, cards and words of comfort after the passing 

of Lynne's Dad, Bob Dundas.  It truly is the little 

things that seem to make our days better. 

 Thank you, 

 Dave, Lynne, Nicholas and Nathan 

 

 

 

 

https://www.shutterfly.com/ideas/sympathy-quotes-and-sayings/


TLW 
This year’s World Day of Prayer will be on a live 

Zoom meeting. Lydia Reinhard will be our 

representative in this community service which 

includes other area churches. The TLW is sending a 

$100.00 contribution to WICC 

(The Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada) 

which organizes World Day of Prayer in Canada. 

WICC supports programs (in Canada  and abroad) 

that help women and girls. For example, in Ontario 

monetary support has been given to  a number of 

organizations that help women who have been 

victims of human trafficking and in Tanzania women 

have been helped to start their own businesses by 

providing them with sewing machines and 

generators. There is more information about this 

year’s World Day of Prayer in this Newsletter. 

 

The TLW is also giving a $100.00 donation to WISH 

(Winter Interim Solution to Homelessness) here in 

London. 

 

Thank you to everyone who purchased chicken pot 

pies. They sold out in one day! Beef pies will be 

available in March. Be sure to call your order in to 

Annette as soon as the notice of availability is out. 

 

Hoping and praying that soon we can be together 

again at Trinity. 

 Lydia Reinhard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHEST PILLOW PROJECT 
Following his recent surgery, 

Vern was given a small chest 

pillow to protect his heart.  

The  nurses said they often run out 

of these pillows.  Many trinity 

members may sew and could make  

 

these pillows to keep busy.  Pillows are made 

10”x10” or heart shapes 8”x10” stuff with soft 

stuffing. They could be dropped off at church or 

given to a nurse or hospital helper or dropped off at 

the main doors of the hospitals or at our house. 

 Thanks 

 Joan Leffler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BUILD ON A STRONG FOUNDATION 

Matthew 7:24-27 

 

  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

This year the World Day of Prayer will be held live on Zoom. 

 

World Day of Prayer 2021 Community Service 

FRIDAY, MARCH 5 AT 2:00 PM 

 

Service written by the women of Vanuatu 

Service hosted by St. Luke’s Anglican (Luke’s Place) 

Other Churches participating: Trinity Lutheran, Colborne United, 

New St. James’ Presbyterian, St. Michael’s Catholic and Sisters of St. Joseph 

 

We will email you links to the live on-line Zoom event.  

Meanwhile, mark the date.  Also, see “What is Zoom” 

article elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 



2020 GOOD NEIGHBOUR 

PROJECT ANNUAL REPORT 
The crop this year was corn. In June, just prior to 

planting we had several groups of people out in the 

field picking stones, trying their best to self distance 

due to Covid-19. This seemed to work out well.  Lots 

of stones removed & no reported illnesses occurred. 

We had three groups of five or six people.  It only 

took two hours to do 24 acres.   

 

The annual BBQ of course was cancelled in August, 

due to the virus, which meant there were no 

donations gathered. However, over the year, 

donations did trickle in from churches as well as 

individuals. The seed corn was donated by Pioneer 

Seeds. 

 

The corn yield was 197 bushels per acre.  We sold 

corn at harvest time at $5.04/bushel with no elevation 

or drying charges. 

 

A $1,000.00 donation was sent to Canadian 

Foodgrains Bank to help cover the damage in 

Lebanon.  An explosion rocked Lebanon’s port city 

of Beirut which also damaged the grain silos located 

right beside the site of the explosion. The heavily 

damaged silos are estimated to have held 85% of the 

grain stocks in a country where most of the food is 

imported.  Our Government matches donations. 

 

Our committee was able to send an additional 

$18,456.69 to Winnipeg, Head Office of the 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank, at the end of the year. 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped with our project in 

any way! 

 John Elliott, Chairman 

 Pat Jones, Secretary 

 Wilf Kemp, Treasurer  

   

 

 

    

 

 


