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FROM THE PASTOR 
Trudi and I have been to Varadero in Cuba four 

times. About 900,000 Canadians visit Cuba every 

year which is about 40% of all visitors to Cuba. We 

are not alone in returning. About 40% of Canadian 

visitors make repeated visits.  

 

The Veradero peninsula is only 1.2 km at its widest 

point and extends 20 km out into the southern part 

of the North Atlantic Ocean.  Having spent a fair 

number of childhood vacations on the northern 

coast of Northern Ireland (next stop Iceland), I can 

tell you that the southern part of the North Atlantic 

is much more inviting. 

 

This year our resort was actually on the edge of the 

town of Veradero. I had always been interested is 

trying to attend a Sunday worship and this time I 

did. It was a 15 minute walk to Santa Elvira Church 

which dates back to 1938.  The shutters where open 

wide and birds would fly in, cling to the wall above 

the cross, and then leave again.  

 

I was told the church service starts at 10 am.  There 

were about 25 people there at that time and a 

parishioner (not the priest) led a 30 minute litany, in 

Spanish. While he read from a book, the Spanish 

speakers responded, but they did NOT have a book. 

It was all from memory.  Here’s the thing … I don’t 

speak Spanish. However, it is a Romance language, 

that is, based on Latin (Rome), so I could hear a few 

familiar words, not many, but some. The little old 

church ladies would speak out, “Santa Maria …” 

each time. It might have been a rosary prayer.  Did I 

say it lasted 30 minutes?  Towards the end of the 

litany I heard, “Señor …, Christos …, Señor …”; so 

we were getting ready to worship, Lord have mercy, 

Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

 

As I sat in the pew with opened shutters and the 

warm Caribbean wind blowing through, and sitting 

in worship with my people, Christians, it felt good. 

 

I pondered, nay, meditated upon the words painted 

on the brick arch above the sanctuary. 

 



 

 

 
Now the Cuban resort staff and vendors, etc., can 

speak many languages, this is a very international 

town especially in February, so I was hopeful, 

expectant almost, that the worship would contain 

love, l’amour, el amor. NOPE – all in Español.  The 

songs, the prayers, the scripture, the sermon 

(another 30 minutes on that alone) and all in 

Spanish.  However, I did catch a few words. 

 

My daughter Amy did her confirmation at St. 

Ansgar in Toronto, and her observation is that there 

are only three answers to ANY question asked in 

confirmation; God, love, Jesus.  As a pastor, I have 

shared that tri-word wisdom with my students, and 

promised that I would never ask a question where 

the answer was simply God, love, Jesus.  On that 

Cuban Sunday morning, I did I did catch a few 

words in Priest’s sermon. 

 

 
I felt blessed – and it only took three little Spanish 

words. 

 

May you find God in the simple things, and may we 

always be welcoming to people that share our 

sanctuary space. 

 ~ Pastor Steve 

 
 

Trudi, Steve, Amy, Hannah and Susan would like 

 to thank you for the texts, emails and cards you 

shared with us following the death of Trudi’s 

father in February. 

~Pastor Steve Johnston 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Council met on February 18, 2020.  Vern Leffler is 

one of our new members this year and has 

graciously volunteered to be secretary.  It is a very 

important position as all of a meeting’s information 

and goings on are recorded.  The election process 

left the positions of chair and vice chair unchanged.  

Deb Pepers as Chair and Cheryl Millar as Vice-

Chair. 

 

Our financial position is okay at the moment but the 

year is young and we cannot rely forever on a large 

donation in December each year.  We will be 

looking at ways of trimming costs. A Stewardship 

Committee will be formed in the near future. 

 

A protocol for worship service cancellation will be 

in place.  The Council Chair and Pastor will make a 

decision when weather is a factor. 

 

The Property Committee is dealing with the 

ongoing front door repair but is expecting results in 

the near future.  The new security cameras are to be 

installed by early March according to our very 

capable Property Committee. 

 

The Steering Committee for the Trinity-Redeemer 

situation will remain as it was. 

 

The congregation is to be surveyed as to the 

direction they would like to see this process move.  

It was suggested the councils of Trinity and 

Redeemer meet, perhaps to design the survey. 

 

We are looking for a new insurance company for 

our building and liability insurance.  If any of our 

parishioners are in the insurance profession they 

could speak to Lynne Killinger. 

 

This past year was a busy one fraught with ups and 

downs but we have come out on the other side 

virtually unscathed because we are a strong faith 

family.  As before, I ask you to bring any questions, 

concerns or suggestions to anyone on council.  This 

is OUR church. 

Yours in Christ, 

Cheryl Millar 

NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS 
We have several new members to Council this year 

~ George Cooper, Barb Drogemuller, Nancy King, 

Vern Leffler & Jonathan Wild.  Returning are Deb 

Pepers, Cheryl Millar, Nancy Manners, Joanne 

Vogel & Lynne Killinger.  We thank them all for 

their willingness to serve. 

 

SYRIAN FAMILY ~ 

GREAT NEWS 
Remember the Syrian we helped bring to Canada? 

The dad, Khaldoun, has been able to bring his 

parents to Canada – they are arriving March 15
th

. 

Needless to say they are over the moon! 

 

They will be staying with Khaldoun for 

approximately 3 months and they are on a waiting 

list for another townhouse unit in their little 

community, which has a lot of Syrians. 

 

To help them, in an act of continuing love and 

support, we are looking for donations for his mom, 

dad and sister. You can bring these to Trinity.  

Please mark for “Syrian Family” and leave on the 

basement stage. 

 

Clothing needs: 

Khaldoun’s Mom...Hana 

Size XL height 5'2" 

Size 6 1/2 shoes 

 

Father ...Salim 

Size XXL. Height 5' 2' 

Size 9 shoes 

 

Sister....Hours 

Size M  height 5'2" 

Shoes 6 ½ 

 

Other needs:  

Coats, boots, shoes, jeans, tops, shirts, sweatshirts, 

scarves, mittens, socks, leggings. 

 

Double beds and linens...or double and a single bed  

(please ask Pastor Steve BEFORE bringing large 

items to Trinity).  Eventually they will need 

everything for setting up a house.... (for when they 

are ready). 

 

 



TLW 
Spring is around the corner and that means Seniors’ 

Worship and Lunch will resume on Tuesday 14 

April at 11:30 am.  See you then. 

 

PIES ~ Thank you to everyone who bought Turkey 

Pies. There are still some available at $4 each. In 

March, we will be making Shepherds Pies ($4) and 

Beef Pies ($5). There will be a sign-up sheet on the 

TLW Bulletin Board. Be sure to stock up on pies 

because we will be not making any more until the 

fall. 

 

NEEDED SEWING NOTIONS: As mentioned in 

the last Newsletter, TLW will be sewing little girls’ 

dresses from pillowcases. These will be sent to 

CLWR (Canadian Lutheran World Relief) for 

distribution.  To complete these dresses we need 

lace (cotton is best), rickrack, narrow elastic, cute 

buttons and appliqués. We especially need double-

folded bias tape, mostly in pastel colours. Ladies, 

this is a good time to clear out your sewing baskets 

and put unwanted notions to good use. Anything we 

can’t use will be donated to the Mission Store. We 

hope to get started on this project in May. PLACE 

YOUR DONATIONS IN MY SISTER’S PLACE 

BOX AND WE WILL SORT THEM OUT. 

 

MY SISTER’S PLACE ~ Thank you to everyone 

who has been generously donating. They still need 

gloves. The Dollar Store stretchie gloves are just 

fine. As always, personal care products are an 

ongoing need. 

~ Lydia Reinhard 

 

 

World Day of Prayer will be held 

on Friday 6 March, 2 pm at St. 

John the Evangelist Church, corner 

of Wellington & St. James Sts.  

The theme is “Rise, Take Your 

Mat and Walk”.  Refreshments will 

be served.  All are welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEN’S CLUB 
The Lutheran Men’s Club will meet on Saturday 

21 March at 9 am.  The guest speaker will be 

Janelle Lightbourne. 

 
 

 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS  
Volunteers are needed to help 

with our Sunday Worship 

Services.  If you would like to 

join our list of volunteers, 

please add your name to the 

sign-up sheet in the Koehler 

Fellowship Hall and the note 

the job you would be interested 

in volunteering for.   

 

Volunteer positions: Greeter, Acolyte, Crucifer, 

Communion Assistant, Usher, Reader, Altar Care, 

Refreshments, Prayer Leader and Bannerbearer. 

 

 

 

 

PRE-AUTHORIZED REMITTANCE 

(PAR) 
For any member who, for whatever reason, finds it 

difficult to attend church on a regular basis but 

really wants to support their church financially, 

there is a PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) plan 

that you can use to make regular contributions.  

Please note this amount can be changed at any time 

with no charge to you.  If you are interested in 

supporting your church in this manner, please call 

Annette in the church office (519) 432-4832 to 

make arrangements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

SERVING IN MARCH 
 

        1    8       15            22      29 

           MARCH                  MARCH            MARCH      MARCH         MARCH 

 

Communion      Ted Reinhard    Bob McGee       Reinhard Helbing      Katelyn &       Steve Krautner 

   Assistants      Brady Hough Anthony Pepers     Heather Holmes       Emily Inch       Ted Reinhard  

 

Ushers      Bob & Carolyn  Steve & Jean        Glenn & Cathy  Dave & Pauline    Bob & Carolyn 

            Sellars                  Krautner               Egan           Hutchison             Sellars 

     Lawrence Petch      Nancy Jackman       Nancy Henkel      Nancy Hickling    Brady Hough 

 

Acolyte    Steve Krautner  Jeff Holmes      Nancy Magguilli    Jean Hohnstein   Nathan Killinger  

 

Crucifer    Lydia Reinhard     Heather Holmes       Linda Reynolds      Alice Cooper     Anthony Pepers  

 

Reader      Jean Krautner         Brady Hough           Vern Leffler           Emily Inch         Herb Henkel 

 

Prayer Leader     Cheryl Millar         Ernie Buffett            Vern Leffler         Vivian Parker       Pastor Steve 

 

Greeters      Cheryl Millar  Rosemary Christensen   Jeff & Heather      Barb Hamilton    Francis Hinnah       

       Marg Fish         Monica Spilsbury      Holmes & Family   Linda Reynolds  Alice Johnson & 

                        Family 

 

Refreshments     Kathy & Jim        Bob & Carolyn         Kathy & Laurie       Cheryl Millar        Lydia & Ted    

         Hough              Sellars                      Meadows Teresa Nicholds        Reinhard 

 

Altar Care ------------ Jean Hohnstein, Julia Liska---------------------- (+ Joan Leffler 22 & 29  March)--- 

 

Thank you for serving.  Please note that if you are unable to serve on the date assigned, 

please try and switch with someone and notify Annette in the church office 

(519) 432-4832 of the change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MARCH 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  1
st
 

Sunday in 

Lent 

 

2 

Participation 

House 8 am 

 

Northern 

Hospitality 

5:30 pm 

3 

Inshallah 

Choir 

5:30 pm 

 

St. Paul’s 

7 pm 

4 

Soup & 

Worship at 

Trinity 

6 pm 

5 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

6 

World Day 

of Prayer at 

St. John the 

Evangelist 

2 pm 

 

 

7 

8  2
nd

 

Sunday in 

Lent 

 

9 

Council 

7 pm 

 

10 

Inshallah  

Choir 

5:30 pm 

11 

Soup &  

Worship at 

New St. 

James 6 pm 

 

12 

Lions 6 pm 

 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

13 14 

Participation 

House 8 am 

15 3
rd

 

Sunday in 

Lent 

 

16 

LSS 9:30 am 

 

 

17 

Inshallah 

Choir 

5:30 pm 

18 

Soup & 

Worship at 

Redeemer 

6 pm 

19 

Participation 

House 8 am 

 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

20 21 

Lutheran 

Men’s Club 

9 am 

 
 

Parkinson’s 

Group 2 pm 

22 4
th

 

Sunday in 

Lent 

 

23 

 

 

Newsletter 

items due 

9 am 

24 

Inshallah 

Choir 

5:30 pm 

25 

Soup & 

Worship at 

St. Andrew 

Memorial 

6 pm 

26 

Lions 6 pm 

 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

27 28 

29 5
th

 

Sunday in 

Lent 

 

30 31 

Inshallah 

Choir 

5:30 pm 

 

 


