
 
 

DECEMBER 2019 

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
 

Outdoor Christmas Tree Lighting 

Saturday 30 November at 6:30 pm at Trinity 

Join in the carols and good cheer. 

 

Christmas Lunch 

Sunday 1 December after the 10:30 am 

worship at Trinity ~ You will need a ticket 

 

Prayer Vigil 

Friday 6 December 7:00 pm at Redeemer 

Marking the 30th anniversary of the massacre in 

Montreal - The National Day of Remembrance 

and Action on Violence against Women 

 

Sunday School Pageant Sunday 

15 December 10:30 am at Trinity 

Worshipping and telling the foundational story 

of our faith. 

 

Blue Christmas 

Wednesday 18 December 7:00 pm at Redeemer 

This is a worship that makes space for those for whom the Christmas Season can prove difficult. 

 

Carol Sing & Christmas Sweaters 

Sunday 22 December 10:30 am at Trinity 

We start with lighting the 4th Advent candle then slide into Christmas Carols around the table and the piano. 

Standing side by side singing our songs of faith is incredibly moving and beautiful. You are invited to wear 

your best Christmas sweater, or tie, or whatever Christmas clothing you choose. 

 

Christmas Eve 

Tuesday 24 December 7:30 pm at Trinity 

Lifting the rafters with joy and song. This is the evening we sing of Jesus, born into our world, the incarnation. 

Jesus has moved into the neighbourhood. 

 

Christmas Day 

Wednesday 25 December 10:30 am at Trinity 

Join with us for worship as “Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice.” 

 



 

THE ADVENT WREATH 
As Christians, we use symbols to express visually 

the basic tenets of our faith and as reminders of the 

pilgrimage of our life in Christ. Symbols can have 

heightened meaning for us when associated with 

particular seasons of that journey. One such symbol 

is the Advent wreath. 

 

The Advent wreath has its roots in the pre-Christian 

practices of northern Europe. People sought the 

return of the sun in the dark time of the year (at the 

winter solstice) by lighting candles and fires. As 

early as the middle Ages, Christians used fire and 

light to represent Christ's coming into the world. 

Using this same symbolism, the Advent wreath 

developed a few centuries ago in Germany as a sign 

of the waiting and hopeful expectation of the return 

in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. The wreath, a 

circle, came to represent the eternal victory over 

death through Jesus Christ. The evergreens were a 

sign of the faithfulness of God to God’s people, 

even in death, and the lighted candles were a 

reminder of the light of Christ brought into the 

world. 

 

This symbolism can be just as strong for us today. 

As is the case with all symbols, they speak most 

loudly to remind us of God's promises of life when 

they are drawn directly out of our daily experience 

and environment. 

Copyright © 2013 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
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Many people set up their own wreaths and light the 

candles. Do you have an Advent tradition at home?  

 

How about this one from Saint-Gall, in northeastern 

Switzerland. This is the largest Advent wreath ever 

made. Located in a field near the town, it has a 

circumference of 400 metres, and has four red 

electric candles, each 6 meters high.  Read more on 

The Society of Saint Pius X website.  

 

 

TRINITY’S ADVENT WREATH 
We have a new liturgy for lighting the Advent 

Wreath this year. Ross has a lively Caribbean theme 

going as we sing, “He Came Down” each week.  I 

was inspired by the Advent word study we did in 

November from The Bible Project which explored 

the four Advent words. 

 

The word PEACE is common in 

most languages. When people talk 

about peace treaties or times of 

peace, it usually means the absence 

of war. In the Bible, the word peace 

can refer to the absence of conflict, but it also points 

to the presence of something better in its place.  

Peace takes a lot of work because it’s not just the 

absence of conflict. True peace requires taking 

what’s broken and restoring it to wholeness, 

whether it’s in our lives, our relationships, or in our 

world. And that’s the rich biblical concept of peace. 

St. Paul instructed local churches to keep their unity 

through the bond of peace, which requires humility, 

patience and bearing with others in love. Becoming 

people of peace means participating in the life of 

Jesus who reconciled all things in heaven on earth, 

restoring peace through his death and resurrection. 

That’s why Jesus came. 

 

There are two main Hebrew words 

translated as HOPE. The first is 

yakhal, which means, “to wait for”, 

like in the story of Noah and the ark 

as the flood waters recede, Noah had 

to yakhal for weeks. The other word 

is qavah, which also means “to wait.” It is related to 

the Hebrew word qav, which means “cord.” When 

you pull a qav tight, you produce a state of tension 

until there’s release. That’s qavah: the feeling of 

tension and expectation while you wait for 

something to happen. Hopeful people in the Bible 

often recognize there is no evidence that things will 

get better, but yet they choose hope anyway. We 

find our hope in Jesus. That’s why Jesus came. 

 

When the Israelites were suffering 

from slavery in Egypt, God raised up 

Moses to lead them into freedom, 

and the first thing the Israelites did 

was sing for JOY, even though they 

were in the middle of a desert.  When the Apostle 

Paul was sitting in a dirty Roman prison, he could 

say that he has chosen joy even if he gets executed.  
 

http://www.elca.org/worshipfaq
https://fsspx.news/en/news-events/news/world%E2%80%99s-largest-advent-wreath-saint-gall-switzerland-34342


  

He called this the “joy in the Lord.” He believed it 

was a gift of God’s Spirit, a sign that Jesus’ 

presence is with you inspiring hope in the midst of 

hardship. Christian joy is a profound decision of 

faith and hope in the power of Jesus’ own life and 

love.  That’s why Jesus came. 

 

Jesus taught that genuine LOVE 

for God and others means seeking 

people’s well-being without 

expecting anything in return, 

especially from people who are in 

difficult situations who can’t repay 

you even if they wanted to. According to Jesus, this 

kind of generous love reflects the very heartbeat of 

God. When he eventually marched into Jerusalem, 

he made himself an enemy of the leaders of his 

people by accusing them of hypocrisy and 

corruption. But then, instead of attacking his 

enemies to overthrow them, he allowed them to kill 

him. Jesus died for the selfishness and corruption of 

his enemies because he loved them.  That’s why 

Jesus came. 

 

Advent Word Series For 

Churches ~ The Bible Project 

https://thebibleproject.com 

 advent-word-series-churches 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Steve  

 

BIBLE STUDY 
We are finished our study for 2019 and will be 

starting our study of 1 Corinthians, Wednesdays 2 

pm to 3:30 pm starting 8 January 2020.  Watch the 

trailer – and come study with us.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZT3v5Qq1Wtc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT GIVING LINE  
In 2018 Monica 

Spilsbury and Janelle 

Lightbourne set up a 

Giving Line outside our 

building on Oxford 

Street. It was stocked 

with things that people 

might need to help them 

through the winter days 

and nights.  Please 

contribute items for 

the line. Last year some 

people from the public 

randomly hung some 

bags on the line as well. 

   

Use the box in the Koehler hall for your donations.  

Things that would be helpful: Tooth brush & paste, 

chapstick, soap,  granola bars, mittens, scarves, 

gloves, socks, hats, balaclavas, new underwear 

(women’s size small, men’s medium or large).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL DINNER 

AND DANCE 
The Men’s Club will be hosting their 

Annual Dinner & Dance on Saturday 

18 January 2020 at 6 pm.  Tickets 

will be $15/per person.  More details 

to come.  

  
 

 

Please be sure to have your items 

for the Annual Report 

 into the church office 

no later than 

 Monday 6 January 2020. 

Don’t forget to list your  

Committee members.   

The Annual Meeting will be held 

on Sunday 9 February 2020. 

 

 

https://thebibleproject.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZT3v5Qq1Wtc


  

  

Council met on 11 

November.  It is difficult 

to believe 2019 is 

drawing to a close.  

Much is happening in 

December not the least, of course, is Advent and 

Christmas. Many events will take place beginning 

with the LIGHTING OF THE LIGHTS scheduled 

for 30 November.  Both the Trinity and Inshallah 

Choirs will again participate with hot chocolate and 

cookies to follow.   

 

The Sunday School Pageant is a long standing 

highly anticipated tradition which will be presented 

on Sunday 15 December. Our Christmas Eve 

service is another event we all look forward to. Last 

year we spotted many new faces and my hope is 

those people return to hear the message and sing to 

the glory of God. 

 

The main door repair and security measures 

continue to be addressed by our stellar Property 

Committee.  For this we thank them. 

 

With the year end drawing near Council is focusing 

on budget matters.  Dry to be sure but very 

necessary. As usual income continues to be a 

challenge, and I urge all of us to pray about it and 

do as we are able, and Council will be vigilant of all 

expenses. 

 

This end of the year marks the end of terms for 5 

council members.  We, therefore, need 5 

replacements.  I urge you to consider serving on the 

church council.  It is a necessary and important 

position which comes with responsibilities but is 

very fulfilling. Please think and pray about it.  

 

The Steering Committee continues its study into the 

viability of a joint venture with Redeemer Lutheran 

Church and will apprise both congregations 

regularly on this matter.  Council invites comments, 

questions and general feedback from our 

parishioners. We on council serve at the pleasure of 

the congregation and what an honour it is! 

Yours in Christ, 

Cheryl C. Millar 

Vice Chair 

 

 

TLW 
We are getting close to the Advent Season and the 

TLW has been busy getting ready.  In the Sanctuary 

on the north side near the piano, you will see a 

lovely quilted wall hanging of the Nativity.  It was 

purchased at the Mission Store, but needed some 

work.  Pauline Hutchison, a skilled quilter, repaired 

it and Steve Krautner, attached it to the wall. It was 

not an easy task since the wall is concrete! Thanks 

Pauline and Steve. 

 

Also, be sure to look at the planters in front of the 

Oxford Street entrance.  They are now decorated for 

Christmas. 

 

Seniors' Worship and Lunch - Be sure to attend the 

Christmas Worship and Lunch on Tuesday 10 

December at 11:30 am. A delicious Christmas 

meal is being planned. Bring a friend and if you 

need a ride, call Annette at the church office at 519-

432-4832.  This will be the last chance to get-

together until the Spring. 

 

Congregational Christmas Dinner - This Sunday 24 

November is your last chance to purchase tickets.  

Dinner will be right after service on Sunday 1 

December (1st Sunday of Advent). Tickets are 

$15.00 for adults and $5 for children, ages 5 to 12 

and under 5 are free.  Come and enjoy a traditional 

meal, carols, door prizes and Santa will be there 

with a treat for the children. 

 

CLWR (Canadian Lutheran World Relief) - We 

have now sent 45 Learning and Living Kits, Two 

Teacher’s Kits (each outfits a classroom of 20 

students) and 10 Baby Bundles. There are still 15 

more Learning and Living Kits to assemble and 20 

blankets to send. A big thank you goes out to LSSL 

(Lutheran Social Services London) who help 

finance this mission work. Also, Home Hardware 

on Adelaide North transports our donations free of 

charge to head office in Winnipeg. 

 

My Sister’s Place - Please continue to donate hats, 

mitts, scarves and socks. Coffee, hot chocolate, Tim 

Hortons gift cards and bus tickets are much 

appreciated in the cold weather. Small gift items to 

be given as Christmas gifts are always welcome.  

Keep the donation box filled and thank you! 

~Lydia Reinhard 

 



 

2020 FLOWER AND 

BULLETIN CHARTS 
The new Flower and Bulletin Charts are now up on 

the bulletin board next to Pastor Steve's office.  Be 

sure to sign-up early if there is a special date you’d 

like to put flowers on the altar or provide the 

bulletins.  Don’t be disappointed, sign-up early! 

 

POINSETTIAS 
We will be decorating the church 

with Poinsettias for the Christmas 

season. Your minimum $10.00 

donation to the TLW Flower Fund 

will be recognized with a dedication in the church 

bulletin on Sunday 22 December. 

 

 Order forms are to be returned 

no later than Sunday 8 December 

 

 

 

OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Thanks to those who filled and brought in boxes for 

the Operation Christmas Child program.  We filled 

18 boxes! 

 

The Scan Away Hunger™ 

Campaign runs throughout 

November and December at 

several participating locations 

in London. It’s a vital way to support our clients 

given that approximately 200,000 meals are served 

yearly through three of our five branches. 

 

Please consider adding $3.11 to your bill at 

FreshCo, Giant Tiger, Metro, Remark Fresh Market, 

Sobeys, Valu-Mart & Tony Roma’s to help those 

less fortunate in our community. 

 

SERVING IN DECEMBER 
  

1 December 8 December 15 December 22 December 29 December 

Communion 

Assistants 

Heather Holmes 

Doug Hohnstein 

Reinhard Helbing 

Vivian Parker 

Anthony Pepers 

Ted Reinhard 

Jeff & Heather 

Holmes  

Brady Hough 

Steve Krautner 

Ushers Nancy Hickling 

Bob Sellars 

Nancy Jackman 

Jean & Steve 

Krautner  

Dave & Pauline 

Hutchison 

Brady Hough 

Nancy Henkel 

Glenn & Cathy 

Egan  

Bob & Carolyn 

Sellars, Alice 

Cooper 

Reader  Vern Leffler Reinhard Helbing Brady Hough Teresa Nicholds Lydia Reinhard 

Acolyte Herb Henkel Cheryl Millar Anthony Pepers n/a n/a 

Crucifer Nancy 

Magguilli 

Francis Cooper Jr. Nathan Killinger n/a n/a 

Altar Care --------------------------------------Nancy Maggulli, Linda Reynolds--------------------------------------------- 

Greeters Fred Schmidt 

Gerry 

Wigelsworth  

Nancy Magguilli 

Vivian Parker  

Rosemary 

Christensen 

Monica Spilsbury  

George & Viola 

Cooper & Family 

Linda Reynolds 

Barb Drogemuller  

Refreshments Christmas 

Lunch 

Lydia & Ted 

Reinhard  

Kathy & Jim 

Hough  

Cheryl Millar 

Teresa Nicholds 

Linda Reynolds 

Barb Hamilton 

Prayer 

Leader 

Vern Leffler Ernie Buffett Vivian Parker Pastor Steve 

Johnston 

Pastor Steve 

Johnston 
 

Please note: If you are unable to serve on the date assigned, please try and switch with someone and 

notify Annette at the church office (519) 432-4832 of the change.  Thank you 

 

 
      CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 7:30 PM 

      CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 10:30 AM 

      EVERYONE WELCOME 



 

DECEMBER 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 1st Sunday 

of Advent 

 
12 pm 

2 

Northern 

Hospitality 

5:30 pm 

3 

Conference 

Clergy 10 am 

 

Inshallah Choir 

5:30 pm 

4 5 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

6 7 

Ham Radio 

Group 9 am 

8 2nd Sunday 

of Advent 

 

9 

TLW 10 am 

 

Council 

7 pm 

 

Newsletter 

items due 

9 am 

10 

Seniors’ 

Worship & 

Lunch 

11:30 am 

11 12 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

13 14 

Lions 

Breakfast 

with Santa 

9 am 

 

Pageant 

Rehearsal 

15 3rd Sunday 

of Advent 

 

Christmas 

Pageant 

 
 

16 

LSS 9:30 am 

17 18 

Cheshire 

1:30 pm 

19 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

20 21 

Parkinson’s 

Group 

12 pm 

22 4th Sunday 

of Advent 

 

23 24 

 
7:30 pm 

25 

10:30 am 
 

Office Closed 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Office Closed 

27 28 

29  1st Sunday 

after Christmas 

 

30  31  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER & SUNDAY UPDATE TEXT 

 

Redeemer/Trinity Steering Committee 

 

Our joint Steering Committee met this week (on November 12) and Pastor Riitta Hepomaki from the Synod Office 

joined with us. She will be a resource to us throughout the process while we explore the exciting possibility of 

joining together.  Pastor Riitta brings her knowledge from helping other synod congregations join together.   

One of the key points she shared with us is that, there are many similarities in how congregations join together, 

but each plan has to be tailored to the local situation. We are also using some documents that the Synod has 

published that will help with our planning. 

There were three significant outcomes from our Steering Committee meeting this week (in November): 

1) Prepare a communication plan to help everyone in the two congregations keep up to date with the 

process. 

2) Start to develop a plan for what the new congregation wishes to do as our mission in London. This is a 

discernment task to ask, “What is God calling us to do or to be?” 

3) Start to plan more events for our two congregations to be together with the intention of getting to know 

each other. 

Please continue to hold our Steering Committee in your prayers. 

 Pastor Steve Johnston & Randy Moore 

 

 


