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FROM THE PASTOR 

In confirmation class we teach in three sections, A) 

a year of bible study B) a year of faith formation C) 

and a week in Confirmation Camp teaching about 

Lutheran identity. 

 

‘Why on Halloween?’ 

Part of our Lutheran identity is teaching about 

Martin Luther and the events surrounding the 

pivotal moment on 31
st
 October 1517. This is 

particularly relevant in 2016 as we start into the 

500
th

 anniversary year of Reformation ending 31
st
 

October 2017. 

 

One of the questions the students often ask is about 

the date – ‘why on Halloween?’ The date was not a 

random coincidence … then that leads into a 

discussion on the Roman Catholic Church 

collecting money to build St. Peter’s Cathedral in 

Rome through the sale of indulgences in Germany.  

 

‘What are indulgences?’ is a quick follow up 

question. Indulgences were paper notes issued by 

the Church declaring reductions in time spent in 

purgatory – ‘what’s purgatory?’ …  it is hard to 

explain the ‘Why on Halloween’ answer without 

getting into the whole story … purgatory was an 

errored teaching that stated you (your soul) could 

spend time after your death to ‘purge’ away the sins 

you committed from when you were alive.  

 

At this point the confirmation students might roll 

their eyes and proclaim ‘whatever’. So I break out 

the PBS documentary about Martin Luther which 

sets the story in its own time – the black plague – 

the church that controlled all, or most, of life in 

Europe in the 1500’s, and that there was only one 

church in town - the Roman Catholic Church. Our 

understanding of our individual selves and rights 

was changed by the reformation, and it is hard for 

modern confirmation students to comprehend the 

idea that the church had such great influence and 

power over the individual.  

 

‘But why on Halloween’, they ask with a sigh … 

just as indulgences would reduce your time in 

purgatory, so could viewing or touching sacred 

relics. “OK … go on … tell me what relics are” … 

bones of long dead saints and apostles and 

sometimes even bits of wood from the cross.  Now 

here comes the answer to the first question … On 

November 1
st
 1517, All Saints Day – a holy day (a 

holiday) – the church in Wittenburg was displaying 

their newly acquired collection of relics that you 

could view for a charge.   

 

For Luther the idea of buying salvation from the 

church was a major error and he protested against 

this by nailing his 95 thesis’ (complaints about the 

pope and the church) to the door of the Wittenburg 

Church the day before the All Saints Day relic 

display … thus 31
st
 October, 1517. The night before 

All Saints day is also called ‘All Hallow’s Evening’ 

- Hallowe'en. 

 

‘Why do we say “I believe in the holy catholic 

Church” when we are not Catholic?’ 

Some of the students think about this 31
st
 October 

event and ask a deeper question (sometimes it takes 

until the next Sunday) when they read in the 

Apostles creed, ‘Why do we say “I believe in the 

holy catholic Church” when we are not Catholic? 

Didn’t Martin Luther protest against the Catholic 

church?’ Remember this is a conversation with 

confirmation students and, as such lose the benefit 

of CAPITAL LETTERS (sorry didn’t mean to 

shout). The creed is old … first referenced in 390 

CE. It was thought to have come from the 12 
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Apostles (the twelve disciples that hung around 

with Jesus) with each apostle adding one statement.  

 

The capital letters make ALL the difference.  The 

word ‘catholic’ is a Latin/Greek word that means, 

universal.  The Roman Catholic Church is the 

proper name (hence the capital letters) of the 

universal church based in Rome. There is only one 

church that is based in Rome and all Roman 

Catholic people of faith belong to that one church – 

hence universal to Rome.  I always try to use the 

full name – Roman Catholic -  a reminder that the 

Roman Catholic Church it is not fully universal - 

even before Luther and the reformation.  

 

When we say “I believe in the holy catholic 

Church”, it means we belong to a single holy church 

that belongs to Christ.  Some Apostle’s Creed 

versions read: “the holy Christian Church”, or “the 

holy universal Church”. They all mean exactly the 

same thing – we all belong to one Church of Christ.  

The Apostle’s Creed has three sections (yep, a 

trinity), God the creator, God the Son, and God the 

Holy Spirit.  This universal/catholic statement is 

part of the “I believe in the Holy Spirit” section. 

Remember on the first Pentecost after Christ’s 

resurrection, the Holy Spirit came down as a flame 

on the apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ, 

(Acts 2:1–31) and that moment is often considered 

the birthday of the Christian Church. All the 

Christian churches that followed came from this one 

event – that is why we can say “I believe in the holy 

catholic (universal) Church”. 

 

Now the really astute conformation students next 

ask, ‘So why do you call this year a com-

memoration of the 500
th

 year of Reformation rather 

than a celebration?’ And the Lutheran pastor says, 

‘I’ll tell you next month.’ 

 ~ Pastor Steve 

 

P.S. I had been doing a series on the Call to 

Spiritual Renewal in my newsletter articles – and 

will pick up the remaining verbs; read, give and 

tell, later in the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER GIFTS SURVEY  
We are asking every active 

member of Trinity to complete 

a VOLUNTEER GIFTS 

SURVEY - Skills, Talents & 

Time for Ministry. Please take 

the 3 minutes to complete the 

survey and return it on the 

offering plate, or complete 

online during September or 

October 2016. 

 

Please complete this survey whether you can 

commit on a regular or occasional basis. The intent 

of this survey is to offer more opportunities for you 

to engage in our ministry work and community life 

together.   

 ~ Trinity Council 

 

WORSHIP AT TRINITY 
  2 October  Holy Communion 10:30 am 

     St. Francis - Blessing of the Pets 

     Pastor Steve leading worship 

  9 October  Thanksgiving Sunday Holy 

      Communion 10:30 am 

     Rev. Dixon leading worship 

16 October  Holy Communion 10:30 am 

      Rev. Dixon leading worship 

23 October  Holy Communion 10:30 am 

     Rev. Garey leading worship 

30 October  Reformation Sunday Holy 

      Communion 10:30 am 

      Commemoration of Reformation 

      500 Year / Janelle Lightbourne 

      preaching 

  6 November All Saints Sunday 

 

PASTOR STEVE AWAY 
I will be away from Trinity from 26

th
 

September to 28
th

 October (except 

for Thursday 29
th

 September to 

Sunday October 2
nd

).  I have been 

made interim Dean of the Thames 

Ministry Area and part of the time 

away is for a leadership meeting as Dean.  Part of 

my time away is to attend a Generous Giving 

Convention as your pastor, and the rest of the time 

away I will be on vacation until 28
th

 October. 

 

 



BIBLE & BOOK STUDY 
We are partnering with 

Redeemer and St. Ansgar 

congregations to discuss a 

new book by Martin 

Marty, “October 31, 1517: 

Martin Luther and the Day 

That Changed the World”.  

Martin Marty has a 

wonderful way of writing 

that makes for easy but not 

simple reading of detailed 

theology.   

 

We will be meeting at Redeemer on the first 

Wednesday of each month – starting October 5
th

 at 

7 pm at Redeemer Lutheran Church.  We will 

gather first for a short Eucharistic service, and then 

discuss the book chapter by chapter. The chapters 

are short and we will reading key sections and 

selected scripture at the meeting – so you don’t 

need to prepare in advance.  The first chapter is 

titled “Repentance means a ‘change of heart’”.  

 

Bible study at Trinity will resume November 9
th

 at 

7 pm. 

 

LITTLE LUTHER 
On 25

th
 September began our 

anniversary year (and a wee 

bit) to commemorate 500 

Years of Reformation.  One of 

the tenets of the Reformation 

was the holiness of the 

ordinary. Luther taught that 

everything in life is holy and honours God – 

whether that is being a milk maid, a carpenter, a 

student or a parent and not just the things associated 

with the church – like being a pastor or a bishop.  

 

With that thinking of the holiness of the ordinary – I 

am inviting you to take our Little Luther Playmobile 

character home for a week and TAKE A PHOTO of 

him in an holy ordinary place – for example a 

family meal or trip, at school or work, at play or 

recreation … it is up to you.  

  

Please SIGN OUT our Little Luther and return him 

each week.  See the form in the Koehler Fellowship 

Hall (coffee area). Email your photo to Pastor Steve 

-  steve@webfeed.ca 

Council is back and 

ready to work hard 

through the fall and into 

the winter.  We are 

moving forward on a 

number of projects and 

hope to have full details 

as they progress.  We are listening and instead of a 

whole new sign out front, we are looking into the 

cost to upgrade the current cube sign.  We are 

looking to give it some colour this time around and 

will have more details later.   The library has not 

been forgotten.  We just need to determine the best 

way to move forward.  Anyone with any ideas or 

willing to lend a hand, please let me know. 

 

Council is always interested in what you have to say 

so if there is something you think we should be 

doing, by all means speak to us.  I would also ask 

that you keep in mind perhaps being a member next 

year on council.  We will have a number of council 

members who have fulfilled their terms and will not 

be returning.  By all means speak to a current 

member of council as to their experience 

 ~ Deb Pepers 

    Council Chairperson 

 

MUSIC AT TRINITY   
Reformation 500 Service 25 September at 3:30 pm 

~ Many thanks to all who shared their gifts of music 

in this service. 

 -   Janelle Lightbourne for song leadership 

 -   George Cooper for playing the congas 

 -   Nancy Jackman for playing the piano with  

  Ross McDonald for the keyboard duo music 

 

Trinity Choir: 

Please keep the idea of joining the choir alive.  The 

choir’s leadership role in leading the liturgy is 

invaluable.  We have great fun singing to the Glory 

of God, and develop wonderful family friendships.   

 

Sing joy! 

 ~ Ross McDonald 

    Director of Music 
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TLW 

SENIORS’ WORSHIP AND LUNCH ~ Come and 

join us on Tuesday 4 October at 11:30 am. 

ALLTrinity seniors and their friends are cordially 

invited.  We have also invited seniors from St. 

Ansgar and Redeemer.  Please let Annette in the 

office know if you need a ride. 

 

TLW DINNER AND ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING ~ Thanks to everyone who made this an 

enjoyable event. Our Chef, Laurie, and Sous-Chef, 

Kathy, provided a delicious dinner and were helped 

by some hardworking gentlemen from the con-

gregation who served and did the cleaning up. 

Thanks to Randy and Annette for all they do make 

these events happen.  Our guest speakers from My 

Sisters’ Place gave us a very informative and 

heartwarming talk and we will certainly continue to 

assist them in providing the help needed for women 

in our community. Lastly, thank you to the Trinity 

women who are continuing on the executive of the 

TLW, those who have served and are taking a break 

and to our new members. A special BIG thank you 

to Hilda Petch who is retiring from her position as 

secretary of TLW, after 10 years on the job. 

 

CLWR WE CARE KITS - This year we will be 

putting together kits called LIVING AND 

LEARNING and they are especially for children.  

They include school materials and personal hygiene 

products. Monetary donations from the congre-

gation would be greatly appreciated. Please mark 

your donation to TLW for CLWR Kits. 

 

MY SISTERS’ PLACE - Please continue to 

provided personal care products, small gifts and 

unwanted or broken jewellery. There is a box 

marked My Sister’ Place in the Koehler Hall.  

 ~ Lydia Reinhard 

 

 

 
 
The next breakfast meeting for the Men's Club will 

be held on Saturday 15 October at 9 am.  We will 

welcome a guest speaker from FaithLife Financial. 

 

 

STUDENT MINISTRY PROGRAM 
Students are back and so is our Student Ministry 

Program! There are weekly student events 

happening at Fanshawe and Western and many 

ways that we as a community can support students 

as well. Here are all of the details for this term’s 

activities. If you know of any students at Fanshawe 

or Western, pass this information along so that they 

can get connected. There are also opportunities for 

you to serve students. Want to provide lunch for the 

drop-ins or cook dinner for the Wednesday night 

Bible Study? Want to teach an art skill during an 

Art drop-in? If you’d like to get involved in any 

way, please let me know.  

 

Free Drop-In Lunch Tuesdays 12-1:30 pm at 

Western – We will serve lunch every other week in 

partnership with the Navigators. Trinity will 

provide the lunch once a month. The first lunch 

(right) was on Sept 20
th

 and we served about 15 

students. This was a great turn out for our first 

week; we hope this will grow as the year goes on 

and that we see a community start to form during 

this lunchtime. The next lunch is on October 4
th

.  

 

 

Like last year, I am partnering with Christian 

Reformed Church Chaplain, Kelly Sibthorpe to 

offer programs and support students at Fanshawe 

College. We have created a group for students 

called the Reframe Community Group. We want 

to help students deepen and live out their faith—to 

‘reframe’ it—and rethink how it applies to and 

informs every aspect of their lives. Kelly and I will 

offer the following programs at Fanshawe with this 

group.  

 

Free Drop-In Lunch Wednesdays 11-1 pm at 

Fanshawe – This is a weekly casual lunch where 

students can take a break from their busy schedules.  



Pizza Night and Reframe Bible Study 

Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm – Reframe is a video 

series that helps students integrate their faith with 

school, work and relationships. Along with this 

study, we will also plan socials an volunteering 

evenings. So far, we plan to serve at the Northern 

Hospitality Meal and Sanctuary London.  

 

Art Drop-In – Thursdays 9:30-12:30 pm at 

Fanshawe – A time to de-stress and create together!  

 

Eat Pray Worship will also be back in November! 

This was a great success last year with 35 students 

attending. This worship time will be for the whole 

Trinity community so I hope to see you there. Stay 

tuned for details and how you can be involved in the 

evening. Let’s continue to pray for students, as the 

school year gets busier. May we continue to be a 

light on campus and here at Trinity.  

 ~ Janelle Lightbourne  
 

BURSARY AWARDS 
Congratulations to those who have been awarded 

the T.L. Ristine Bursary for the 2016-2017 

academic school year ~  Katelyn Inch, Curtis Leisk, 

Holly LeSauvage, Laura Manners and Prince 

Wright.  We wish them success in their chosen 

fields. 

 

GORDON E. ULLERICK 

MEMORIAL FUND 
The Gordon E. Ullerick Memorial Fund offers 

financial assistance to children/youth, who are 

active in the church, and are in need of some 

assistance with their educational development.  

Applications are available throughout the year from 

the church office. 

 
 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING  
We are once again looking for 

items to decorate the altar for 

Thanksgiving Sunday, 9 October.  

Items can be brought into the 

church and left in the upstairs 

kitchen area no later than 9 am 

Saturday 8 October. We are also asking that you 

consider bringing in non-perishable food items for 

the London Food Bank.  Please place your items in 

the grocery cart in the Koehler Fellowship Hall.  Let 

us all give thanks for our many blessings. 

 

BLESSING OF THE PETS  
From “Fluffy” to “Rover” – you 

are invited to bring your pet to 

church on 2 October in cele-

bration of Saint Francis of Assisi 

- patron saint of animals. Each 

pet will receive a blessing for the 

companionship it gives you – a 

gift from God. 

 
 

PRE-AUTHORIZED 
REMITTANCE (PAR) 

For any member who, for whatever 

reason, finds it difficult to attend 

church on a regular basis but really 

wants to support their church 

financially, there is a PAR (Pre-

Authorized Remittance) plan that 

you can use to make regular contributions.  All you 

have to do is decide how much you would like to 

contribute and that amount will be withdrawn from 

your bank account each month.  Please note this 

amount can be changed at any time with no charge 

to you.  If you are interested in supporting your 

church in this manner, please give Annette a call in 

the church office (519) 432-4832 and she will help 

to set this up for you. 
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LOOKING BACK IN TRINITY'S HISTORY 

 
10 Years Ago 

2006 

 

1.  Trinity held a special 

 Witness Weekend event 

 entitled, "In Mission for 

 Others".  Special guest was 

 Bishop Michael Pryse.  An 

 introductory workshop was 

 held on our new hymnals.  

 An Oktoberfest Dinner was 

 also held celebrating 

 Reformation Sunday & 

 Trinity's 85th anniversary. 

 
 

2.  Trinity's first hosting duties 

 for the Northern Hospitality 

 Meals also began in October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 Years Ago 

1991 

 

1.  Men's Club welcomed guest 

 speaker Dr. John Sim, 

 President of the Metropolitan 

 United Church Men's Club.  

 A discussion was held on the 

 role and purpose of Men's 

 Clubs. 

2.  Ladies of the congregation 

 were invited to participate in 

 a Quilt Tying get together.  

 There were sixteen quilts 

 which needed to be tied. 

 
3.  Friendship Circle held 

 another Euchre afternoon at 

 Trinity.  Refreshments were 

 served at 1 pm, followed by 

 Euchre.  Cost was $2. 

4.  We were looking for ladies 

 of our congregation who 

 might have time to visit 

 some of the residents at The 

 Willows. 

 

 

 

50 Years Ago 

1966 

 

1.  A parent's night was held at 

 Trinity.  A film entitled, 

 "Sex and Love for Christian 

 Teens" was shown.  Parents 

 who wished to bring their 

 children aged 10-12 years 

 were welcome to do so. 

2.  On 9 October 1966 we gave 

 our thanksgiving offerings 

 towards the building costs of 

 the Christian Pavilion at 

 Expo 67. 

3.  London Lutheran teens 

 gathered for a hootenanny 

 with a thanksgiving 

 devotional and guest 

 speaker. 

4.  An Open House was held at 

 Luther House from 2-5.  All 

 members were invited to 

 attend. 

5.  Bible Study gathering was 

 held on the fourth Thursday 

 of the month in member's 

 homes.  Leader was Mrs. R. 

 Rush. Topic was "Personal 

 Christianity". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OCTOBER 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

                          NOTE - Pastor Steve will be on vacation from 8 to 28 October 

1 

 

2   20th 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

Blessing of the 

Pets 

 
LCFI 2 pm 

3 

Trinity 

Exercise 

Group 10 am 

 

Northern 

Hospitality 

1 pm 

4 

Seniors' 

Worship & 

Luncheon 

11:30 am 

5 

Book Study 

at 

Redeemer 

7 pm 

 

St. Paul's 

Social 

Ministry 

7 pm 

 

LCFI 7 pm 

6 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

 

7 8 

 

9   21st 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Thanksgiving 

 

Guest Rev. 

Kevin Dixon 

 

LCFI 2 pm 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

11 12 

LCFI 7 pm 

13  

Trinity 

Exercise 

Group 10 am 

 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

 

14 15 

Men's Club  

9 am 

16 22nd 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

Guest Rev. 

Kevin Dixon 

 

LCFI 2 pm 

17 

LSS 9:30 am 

 

Trinity 

Exercise 

Group 10 am 

 

Council 7 pm 

 

Newsletter 

items due 

9 am 

18 19 

LCFI 7 pm 

20 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

21 22 

 

23 23rd 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

Guest Rev. 

Jim Garey 

 

LCFI 2 pm 

24 

Trinity 

Exercise 

Group 10 am 

 

25 26 

LCFI 7 pm 

27 

Choir 

7:30 pm 

28 

Sunday 

School 

Harvest Eve 

4 pm 

 

29 

Liberian Group 

5 pm 

 

30 24th 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

LCFI 2 pm 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To unsubscribe from receiving the Trinity Times Newsletter, please go to this link: http://trinitylondon.ca/?page_id=1300 
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SERVING IN OCTOBER 
 

      Blessing of 

         the Pets        Thanksgiving 

            2  October           9 October           16 October               23 October                 30 October 

  

Communion      Vivian Parker          Emily Inch       Nick Killinger          Greg Jaworski    Ted Reinhard 

   Assistants        Heather Holmes       Katelyn Inch     Anthony Pepers   Natascha Beisswenger-   Heather Holmes 

                              Mooney  

 

Ushers                 Steve & Jean      Dave & Pauline            Greg & Tara    Glenn & Cathy           Vivian Parker 

           Krautner            Hutchison              Kuran              Egan                 Nancy Hickling 

                Nancy Hickling           Vivian Parker                   Nancy Henkel       Brady Hough 

 

Reader      Heather Holmes          Emily Inch      Nick Killinger         Greg Jaworski         Brady Hough 

 

Acolyte             Herb Henkel     Kathy Meadows         Anthony Pepers    Steve Krautner        Ted Reinhard 

 

Crucifer                Julia Liska    Laurie Meadows   Barb Drogemuller     Vivian Parker        Lydia Reinhard 

  

Altar Care         <-------------------------------- Nancy Magguilli, Linda Reynolds, Julia Liska ----------------------------------> 

 

Greeters            Alice Johnson      Cathy, Jim &         Julia & Dennis       Tara, Greg, Tyler  Barb Hamilton 

       Francis, Francis Jr.     Brady Hough              Liska       & Ryan Kuran  Linda Reynolds 

         & Lisa Hinnah 

  

Coffee       Carolyn & Bob           Jean & Steve     Jean & Doug      Julia & Dennis     Ted & Lydia    

   Hosts               Sellars               Krautner           Hohnstein         Liska              Reinhard 

     

Prayer    Thames Ministry      Rev Steve Johnston        Rev Mike Lees           Our Anglican     Bishop Susan Johnson 

   Rotation            Area        Sr Jean Widmeyer        Trinity, Windsor           Neighbours     National ELCIC Office 

           for their work &      Janelle Lightbourne                        Bishop of Huron    Staff & Support Staff 

            celebrating together       Trinity, London                 Bob Bennett &     Our Roman Catholic 

                             Bishop Coadjutor         Neighbours 

                             Linda Nicholls 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


