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STUDY BOOKLET -  HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE BIBLE 

Prepared by Pastor Steve Johnston 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

19th February 2013 

In July 2011 at the ELCIC National Convention several resolutions were passed that changed the ELCIC’s 

traditional understanding and policies relating to homosexuality.  These motions change how that 

understanding had been applied to church policy so that, now the ELCIC allows same sex marriages to be 

conducted within our congregations. The wording of the motions effectively allows each congregation, 

with their pastor, to make a local decision whether they will allow same sex marriages or not. 

I have developed this document as an aid to the members of the congregation to understand the issue 

of homosexuality and the Bible. The traditional interpretation of the biblical references to 

homosexuality have led to church policies and laws of the land to declared homosexuality as a sin, and 

in past years, illegal. Those laws in Canada were changed in 1969. 

CONTENT WARNING!!! 

The discussion within this document is not graphic but it does discuss positive and negative sexual 

behaviours as referred to within the bible and what it means to us, and so this document might be 

uncomfortable reading especially for youth.  

FORMING THEOLOGY 

I have spoken and written before about the different ways that we interpret God’s word for us and 

discover what God is like.  Martin Luther proclaimed “Scripture alone” in response to how church 

doctrine had been formed by traditions of interpretation by the various popes.  This bold statement, 

“scripture alone”, at first glance would seem to be rather obvious.  

However, in reality everyone uses a model as described by John Wesley to help them work out what 

God has to say to each of us and in our own time. We each use different information to develop our own 

understanding, or theology, about God’s message. It is kind of 

like a 4 legged stool.  Each leg gives support to a solid place for 

us to sit. Wesley’s model has 4 ‘legs’ of understanding of, or 

ways that we are informed about, God’s message: 

1. Scripture - the Holy Bible both Old and New 
Testaments. 

2. Tradition - the two millennia history of the Christian 
Church, its teachings and interpretation. 

3. Experience - a Christian's personal and communal 
journey in knowing Christ. 

4. Reason - rational thinking and sensible interpretation. 
 

Our knowledge and understanding of the world has changed over the years and this should factor into 

how we interpret God’s word for us today.   
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I’M NOT BIASED 

You might think that we should read the bible and take it plainly as it is 

written. But we always are interpreting the bible somehow. 

Here is a rather obvious example: The first commandment, or imperative 

statement, that we are given in the bible comes to us quickly in Genesis 

1:28, “Be fruitful and multiply”.  This command never means – Eat lots of 

oranges and work at your mathematics.  Rather, this is a command to fill 

the earth with our own species.  A lot of sections of the Old Testament 

talk about fertility and the difficulties therein.  But in 2011 we crossed the 

count of 7 billion people living on planet earth – surely we can stop being 

fruitful now?   Today we have a significant control over our reproductive 

systems both, stopping our fruitfulness, and getting around that age old 

biblical issue of barrenness. Our world in 2013 CE is different from 2000 BCE 

when our Old Testament scriptures were first recorded. 

But – really – “I am not biased” when it comes to reading scripture.  Actually we all are. Imagine you’re a 

black person living in the United States about 60 years ago – or a Mexican illegal immigrant in 2013 - 

your reading of the Exodus story would be quite different than a white person in Canada would read this.  

Economic status, social status, gender, wealth, networks of family and friends, cultural and religious 

backgrounds all have a significant impact on how we interpret the word of God from the scripture.  Each 

of those different aspects is a lens that changes how we see scripture. Today sexual orientation has 

become another “lens” for many Christians as they interpret God’s message. 

In my conversations with all sorts of people on this tricky issue of homosexuality and the bible, I have 

come to the opinion that the key question is not a scriptural one, but rather a question of what you 

believe is the nature (or cause) for some people to be homosexual and others to be heterosexual.   

Basically there are two answers to this question of causation: 

1. Homosexuality is a choice by the individual and a homosexual person can change if they choose. 

2. Homosexuality is an intrinsic part of the individual as much as eye colour or height and it cannot 

be changed. 

My opinion is that if you believe the first answer to be true – then you can follow the traditional 

interpretation of scripture that regards homosexuality as a sin. However, if you believe the second 

answer to be true, then you would challenge the traditional interpretation of homosexuality on the 

grounds that God makes each person the way that they are, and God would not make people 

homosexual if it was against God’s will and sinful. 

I do understand that this is a very “black and white” statement and that you may not be firmly 

convinced what you understand to be true with regarding the nature or cause of homosexuality.  But I 

do believe that this is the fundamental question that guides you as you read scripture and as you try to 

understand how these particular passages speak to you today. 

You might think that is a strange opinion for a pastor, a biblical student, a theologian to hold - that this 

non-biblical question/answer is the fundamental question.  But remember John Wesley’s stool – the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World-Population-1800-2100.png
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four aspects of theological understanding: Scripture, tradition, experience and reason.  Each of these 

aspects guides how I read scripture.   

The Bible is a complex set of books all written at different times by different authors and I bring my 

experience and reasoning into interpretation as much as I bring church traditions of interpretation into 

my reading and understanding of the words of scripture. I also bring a hierarchy of understanding – 

starting with Jesus the Christ – God’s only son.  If I start with Jesus being sent by God in love – then I 

read scripture differently especially the 600 plus Old Testament laws. Martin Luther stated that only the 

10 commandments hold significance for Christians.  That is because many of the laws relate to ritual 

purity and how to behave when coming to the temple. Christ superseded all those kinds of requirements 

because now belief in Jesus the saviour, the son of God, is all that is required for Christian salvation.  

So my belief in Jesus’ love and forgiveness is the first lens with which I read scripture, but I also 

acknowledge that I bring my personal biases too. 

A final point to consider is the question of inerrancy in the 

Bible.   

Martin Luther described the key center of the entire Scripture 

when he said of the Bible, “Here you will find the swaddling 

cloths and manger in which Christ lies, and to which the angel 

points the shepherds. Simple and lowly are these swaddling 

cloths, but dear is the treasure, Christ, who lies in them” (LW 

35: 236). Luther is saying that the Bible is not to be worshiped 

itself, but rather that the Bible contains God’s message for us 

and this is where Christ is revealed.   As a divine book, the 

Bible contains the word of God and is always of inspiration 

for Christian’s of every age. 

I pray that you find answers that are truthful and scriptural 

for you in your study even if it is difficult reading and difficult 

processing.  

Most of the following table and commentary comes from the website www.religioustolerance.org.  

Having read through the material I believe it gives a reasonable balance of the biblical understandings of 

the major passages in the bible that relate to homosexuality although there is a bias towards the liberal 

interpretation especially when you read the deeper analysis on their website. 

It is time to get your bible out and read for yourself. 

Pastor Steve Johnston 

  

But isn’t this just picking and 
choosing?  
 
Sort of … but Martin Luther gives 
us guidance in this: “When 
discrepancies occur in the Holy 
Scripture, and we cannot 
harmonize them, let them pass.  It 
does not endanger the articles of 
the Christian faith.” --Martin 
Luther.  
 
Also all people of faith, 
conservative or liberal, select 
some passages to be more 
important than others. 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/
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SCRIPTURE & INTERPRETATION 

Taken from http://www.religioustolerance.org/homglance.htm and there is more information on their 

website.   

MAJOR PASSAGES THAT RELATE TO HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE BIBLE 

Location 
Typical interpretation by 
religious conservatives 

Typical interpretation by 
religious progressives & 
secularists 

Pastor Steve’s Comments 

Genesis 19 Condemns all same-sex 
sexual behavior, whether 
by two men, two 
women, within a loving 
committed relationship 
or a "one-night stand. 

Condemns raping of 
strangers for the purpose 
of humiliation. 

God had already decided to destroy 
the cities. Then comes the story of 
the two angels who visit Lot’s home 
starts and the men of Sodom make 
demands. Lot offers his daughters 
instead. The angels save Lot and 
then destroy the city. The story 
continues and Lot’s wife is turned to 
a pillar of salt and his daughter’s 
play some tricks on Lot that are 
difficult for us to read and 
understand.  

Leviticus 
18:22 

Condemns all same-sex 
sexual behavior. 

Condemns gay ritual sex in 
a Pagan temple and/or 
males having sex in a 
woman's bed. 

This passage is located in the 
holiness code about what makes the 
Jewish people clean and unclean.  
Read the rest of the holiness code 
to get a flavour of what else was 
important. 

Leviticus 
20:13 

Condemns all same-sex 
sexual behavior. 

Condemns gay ritual sex in 
a temple and/or males 
having sex in a woman's 
bed. 

Same as the previous reference but 
adds a violent penalty. That penalty 
also applies to other transgressions 
of the code. 

Romans 
1:26-27 

Condemns all 
homosexual behavior as 
unnatural. 

Describes a group of 
heterosexuals who, 
against their basic nature, 
engage in same-sex 
behavior during ritual 
orgies. 

Read from verse 18 to see the 
setting of this these verses about 
the people who;  knew God but did 
not give honour and praise. 

  

http://www.religioustolerance.org/homglance.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibg.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibh.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibh.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibh3.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibh3.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc.htm
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Location 
Typical interpretation by 
religious conservatives 

Typical interpretation by 
religious progressives & 
secularists 

Pastor Steve’s Comments 

1 Corinthians 
6:9-10 

Sexually active 
homosexuals will go to 
Hell, not Heaven, at 
death. Once truly saved, 
homosexuals will 
become heterosexuals. 

Male child molesters and 
the children they molest 
will go to Hell, not 
Heaven, at death.  

- When I read this passage I’m 
unsure how the liberal 
interpretation transfers guilt to 
children who are molested. Verse 
11 deals with “coming to Jesus”.  
- Read on to chapter 7 were Paul 
elevates his own position of celibacy 
but he also understands that 
passion and desire can be difficult to 
control and thus sex within a 
marriage is OK.  
- There are translation difficulties 
with the term “sodomite” for the 
Greek word “arsenokoitai”. 
See below for more notes on this. 

1 Timothy 
1:9-10 

Condemns all same-sex 
sexual behavior. 

Refers to child molesters 
and the children they 
molest. 

Same concerns as above.  

Jude 1:7 Sexually active 
homosexuals will go to 
Hell, not Heaven, at 
death. 

Humans who have sex 
with other species will go 
to Hell, not Heaven, at 
death. 

The key phrase in the original Greek 
reads: "sarkos heteras" which could 
be most literally translated as 
“strange/other flesh". Read from v5 
onwards. 

 

Summary of believes about these passages: 

A) For many, but not all, conservative members of religions that revere the Bible (the Baha'i faith, 

Christianity, Islam, and Judaism), understand that it condemns homosexual behavior and states that, 

after death, sexually active lesbians and gays will end up in Hell, not Heaven. 

Most fundamentalist and other evangelical Christians believe that because God is all powerful and hates 

(Pastor Steve’s correction: finds it an abomination) same-sex sexual behavior, he will either:   

 Change a lesbian or gay who is saved into a heterosexual, or   

  Help a saved lesbian or gay choose and maintain a celibate lifestyle. 

 

B) For many, but not all, liberal/progressive believers, the Bible is silent on loving, consensual same-sex 

sexual behavior. God accepts persons of all sexual orientations and approves of sex that is 

consensual, non-manipulative, safe and within a loving, committed relationship. Liberals and 

progressive have a range of beliefs concerning safe, consensual, and casual sex by heterosexuals, 

bisexuals, lesbians or gays. 

  

http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc1.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc1.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/heav_hel.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/salvatio.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc7.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc7.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc2.htm#jud
http://www.religioustolerance.org/heav_hel.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/heav_hel.htm
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However liberal/progressive believers also believe that the Bible condemns:  

 Male rape of other men.  

 One of two behaviors: Either men engaging in ritual sex in Pagan temples, or men having sex in a 

woman's bed.  

 People having sex that violates their sexual orientation. For example: Heterosexuals having sex 

with a member of the same sex, or lesbians or gays having sex with a member of the opposite 

sex.  

 Men sexually abusing children. The passages also condemn young victims of sexual molestation.  

 People engaging in bestiality: having sex with non-humans.  

Meaning of the Greek word "arsenokoitai" 

"Arsenokoitai" is a Greek word that appears to have been created by Paul when he was writing 1 

Corinthians 6:9-10. No record remains of any writer having using the term before Paul. In the NRSV it is 

translated as “sodomite”.  

The KJV was finished in 1611 CE when there was no single word in the English language that referred to 

homosexuals or homosexuality. The translators were forced to use the awkward phrase "abusers of 

themselves with mankind".  The term "homosexual" was only created in the late 19th century.  Some 

translations of the Bible translate “arsenokoitai” as:  homosexual. 

"Arsenokoitai" is made up of two parts: "arsen" means "man"; "koitai" means "beds."  

MINOR PASSAGES THAT RELATE TO HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE BIBLE 

The descriptions are necessarily over-simplified. They do not cover the full range of 

conservative/progressive beliefs.  

Location 
Typical interpretation by religious 

conservatives 

Typical interpretation by religious 

progressives & secularists 

Genesis 1:28 

"Be fruitful and multiply" 

God encourages sexual relationships, 

and childbearing, but only if they 

involve one-man married to one 

woman. 

God approves of both opposite-sex 

and same-sex committed 

relationships. He urges couples to 

have or adopt children.  

Genesis 2:18 "It is not 

good for the man to be 

alone" 

God creates humans for marriage and 

intends for all men to choose one wife. 

God intends heterosexuals to form a 

loving relationship with a person of 

the opposite sex. For homosexuals 

this involves a person of the same 

sex.  

Genesis 2:23-24 "A man 

leaves ..." 

God created marriage only between 

one man and one women. 

God approves of opposite-sex 

marriage as the most common, but 

not the only type. 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibg2.htm
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibg1.htm#218
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibg1.htm#223
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Location 
Typical interpretation by religious 

conservatives 

Typical interpretation by religious 

progressives & secularists 

Genesis 9:20-29 Ham and 

Noah 

No consensus on the reason for Ham's 

punishment. 

No consensus on the reason for 

Ham's punishment. 

Deuteronomy 23:17; 1 

Kings 14:24, 15:12 & 

22:46; 2 Kings 23:7 

Prostitutes & sodomites 

Translations differ: The King James 

Version (KJV) calls for exile of 

homosexuals from Israel. The New 

International Version (NIV) calls for the 

exile of all shrine prostitutes. 

Hebrew word "Qadesh" is 

mistranslated as "sodomite" in the 

KJV. God actually condemns ritual 

sex in temples. These verses are 

unrelated to modern-day 

homosexuality. 

Judges 19:14-29 A Levite 

and his concubine 

God condemns both homosexual 

behavior, & the rape of women. 

God condemns rape, whether the 

victim is female or male. 

Matthew 8:5-13 

Centurion's son 

Jesus cured the son of a centurion. The passage is unclear whether the 

boy was the centurion's son or his 

sex slave. 

Matthew 19:4-5 "created 

them male and female" 

God approves of marriage only 

between one man and one women. 

God approves of opposite-sex 

marriage as the most common, but 

not the only type. 

Matthew 19:10-12 

Eunuchs 

Does not refer to homosexuals. May possibly refer to homosexuals. 

John 3:16 "Whoever 

believes" 

When homosexuals are saved, they no 

longer engage in homosexual behavior. 

Everyone follows Jesus' teachings, 

whether a homosexual or 

heterosexual, whether sexually 

active or not, will have eternal life in 

Heaven. 

 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibg1.htm#920
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibh1.htm#deut
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibh1.htm#kng
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibh1.htm#kng
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibh1.htm#kng
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibh1.htm#jud
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc2.htm#85
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc2.htm#194
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc2.htm#1910
http://www.religioustolerance.org/hom_bibc2.htm#316

